For your prayers this week

Your prayers are asked for all those who are sick, bereaved or especially in need of
God’s help: Patricia Stephenson, Julian Gibbs, Pat Isom, Jean Knapp, Valerie Hytch
Please make sure you have permission to add anyone to the above list.

Your prayers are also asked for all those who have recently died, and whose
anniversary of death falls at this time, and these people’s family and friends.

Year’s Mind (5™ August — 12 August) Margaret Ings
Please email administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk with name and date of any

one you would like remembered for Year’s Mind or fill in the form on the
sidesmen’s table.

Contact information

Vicar: The Rev’'d Michael Molano - 07396 979448.

Please note Rev’'d Michael’s rest day is usually Monday.

Administrator: administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk / 07942 291266
Safeguarding Officer: safeguarding@stmichaelsmere.org.uk

Further details on website: www.stmichaelsmere.org.uk/porch notice board
Facebook: St Michael’s Church, Mere

Useful Information

If you are new to our church, please do complete a yellow ‘Welcome Card’ found at
the end of the pew and hand it to a Welcomer after the service.

Children are very welcome at our services; there is a Children’s Corner at the back
of the church if they become restless and in family services a mini Sunday School.
Toilets, including baby changing facilities, are situated behind the doors at the back
of the church.

Collection / Donations We are only funded by your kind donations and anything
you can give to help us pay our bills is very gratefully received, thank you.

You may notice that some people do not put anything in the collection plate.
This may be because they donate regularly directly from their bank
account. If you would like to do this, please speak to one of the
welcomers or complete one of the Parish Giving Scheme leaflets
by the card reader. Alternatively, there are white envelopes at the
pew ends for your gifts or you can donate via the card reader by
the entrance.
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Welcome to St Michael’s, especially if you are visiting or worshipping with us
for the first time.

Notices and Dates

Thank you to everyone who helped clean our church.

Mothers’ Union — The next meeting is this Tuesday 11 August
and will be a Mary Sumner Day Eucharist at 12.00 noon followed
by a Bring and Share lunch in the Friends' Corner.

Bible Study Group led by Rev’'d Michael; this Wednesday 12t
August 2.30- 4.30pm in the Friends’ Corner, here in church.
X Everyone welcome, whether you come regularly or would simply
i===z=4 |ike to join us for one session.

Tower Tours — The next afternoon of Tower Tours is Saturday 22" August,
2-4pm. Book via Tower Stories website

Coffee Rota - We're looking for a few more people to join the
coffee rota after the Sunday service. It’s just once every 8 weeks. If

you can help, please speak to Isabel or one of the welcomers. — =

Services for next week — 16" August

Joint Benefice Patronal Communion Service - August 16™ will be our joint
BCP Patronal service-the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at St Mary the
Virgin, West Knoyle, at 10.30am. PLEASE NOTE: There will not be an 8am or
10.30 service at Michael’s that Sunday.

Please email any notices for next week’s Pew Sheet or for additions and
removals to the Prayer List and Year’s Mind to the administrator by
Wednesday: administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk
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Collect

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such
things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

1 Kings 19.9-18

At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word
of the LOrRD came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He
answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.’ He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain
before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great
wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the LorD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after
the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there
came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He
answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.’ Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu,
Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees
that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.’

Psalm 85.8-13

I will listen to what the Lord God will say, for he shall speak peace to his
people and to the faithful, that they turn not again to folly. Truly, his
salvation is near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our
land. Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have
kissed each other. Truth shall spring up from the earth and righteousness
look down from heaven. The Lord will indeed give all that is good, and our
land will yield its increase. Righteousness shall go before him and direct
his steps in the way.

Romans 10.5-15

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, *“Who
will ascend into heaven?” ' (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or *“Who will
descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The
scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in

whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’

Matthew 14.22-33

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in
the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, ‘Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, ‘Lord,
if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, ‘Come.’
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of
little faith, why did you doubt?’” When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the
Son of God.’

Post Communion

God of our pilgrimage, you have willed that the gate of mercy

should stand open for those who trust in you: look upon us with your
favour that we who follow the path of your will may never wander from
the way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



