For your prayers this week

Your prayers are asked for all those who are sick, bereaved or especially in need of
God’s help: Patricia Stephenson, Julian Gibbs, Pat Isom, Jean Knapp,

Jane Donahue, Sue Jeans

Please make sure you have permission to add anyone to the above list.

Your prayers are also asked for all those who have recently died, and whose
anniversary of death falls at this time, and these people’s family and friends.

Year’s Mind (1% — 7*" October) Sue Luffman, Julie Nelson, Andrew Bickerstafff
Please email administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk with name and date of any

one you would like remembered for Year’s Mind or fill in the form on the
sidesmen’s table.

Contact information

Vicar: The Rev’'d Michael Molano - 07396 979448.

Please note Rev’'d Michael’s rest day is usually Monday.
Administrator: administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk / 07942 291266

Safeguarding Officer: safeguarding@stmichaelsmere.org.uk

Further details on website: www.stmichaelsmere.org.uk/porch notice board
Facebook: St Michael’s Church, Mere

Useful Information

If you are new to our church, please do complete a yellow ‘Welcome Card’ found at
the end of the pew and hand it to a Welcomer after the service.

Children are very welcome at our services; there is a Children’s Corner at the back
of the church if they become restless and in family services a mini Sunday School.
Toilets, including baby changing facilities, are situated behind the doors at the back
of the church.

Collection / Donations We are only funded by your kind donations and anything
you can give to help us pay our bills is very gratefully received, thank you.

You may notice that some people do not put anything in the collection plate. This
may be because they donate regularly directly from their bank
account. If you would like to do this, please speak to one of the
welcomers or complete one of the Parish Giving Scheme leaflets by
the card reader. Alternatively, there are white envelopes at the
pew ends for your gifts or you can donate via the card reader by
the entrance.
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Welcome to St Michael’s, especially if you are visiting or worshipping with us
for the first time.

Notices and Dates

QS

o R .4 Ploughman’s Supper and Quiz Evening -Saturday 10" October.

% ? If you would like to go and haven’t signed up yet please do so by

aroucimanvesusesr  this Wednesday. The form and details are on the table by the
AND QUIZ EVENING north door.

Bible Study Group The next session is Wednesday 14 October, led
by Rev’d Michael, 2.30- 4.30pm in the Friends’ Corner, here in church.
X Everyone welcome, whether you come regularly or would simply like
sz 10 jOin us for one session.

Mothers’ Union Tuesday October 20th 1.30pm in the Grove Building. Our October
meeting is an illustrated talk, by Bob Messer entitled 'What happened

next?' relating how a young family reacted to experiencing a very different
environment and culture. Bob gave us an excellent, but very different talk earlier in
the year and this promises to be equally engaging.

Note different time and date from usual! All welcome.

Services for next week — 11t October

8am BCP Communion

10.30 Parish Communion

6pm Harvest Evensong at St Mary the Virgin, West Knoyle

Please email any notices for next week’s Pew Sheet or for additions and removals
to the Prayer List and Year’s Mind to the administrator by Wednesday:
administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk
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Collect

Eternal God,

you crown the year with your goodness

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever.

Amen

Deuteronomy 8.7-18

Moses said to all Israel: The LORD your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters
welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig
trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where
you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land
whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You
shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land that he
has given you.

Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am
commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine
houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied,
and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied,
then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through
the great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous
snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed
you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to
humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to
yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained me this
wealth.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore
to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

2 Corinthians 9.6-15

The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing
in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may
share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, ‘He scatters
abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.” He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You
will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not
only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God
by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, while they long
for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he
has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

John 4: 31 38

Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” But
Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.” Did
someone bring him food while we were gone?” the disciples asked each
other. Then Jesus explained:” My nourishment comes from doing the will
of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. You know the saying,
‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look
around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. The harvesters are paid
good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life.
What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike! You know the
saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. I sent you to
harvest where you didn't plant; others had already done the work, and
now you will get to gather the harvest.” (NLT)

Post Communion

Lord of the harvest,

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation

and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us

and make us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



